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March 2017 Worship Schedule 

 
March 3 & 4 

Shabbat  Terumah 
Friday:  Shabbat Evening Service* 7 pm 

Celebrating March birthdays  
and anniversaries 

Saturday:  Shabbat Morning Service with 
participation of grades 5-7 10 am 

 

March 10 & 11 
Shabbat Tetzaveh 

Friday:  Shabbat Evening Service with  
participation of grades 2-4*  7pm  

Saturday:  Shabbat Morning Service  
including the naming of  

Barbara Pearlstine Bower 10 am 
Tot Shabbat 10 am 

 

March 12 
Purim 

Sunday:  Purim Shpiel 11:30 am 
Community-wide Purim Carnival  12:30 pm 

 

March 17 & 18 
Shabbat Ki Tisa 

Friday:  Shabbat Around Town 
No service downtown 

Saturday:  Shabbat Morning Service  10 am 
 

March 24 & 25 
Shabbat Vayakhel-Pekudei  

Friday:  Tot Shabbat 4:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 8 pm 

Saturday:  Shabbat Morning Service 10 am 
 

March 31 & April 1 
Shabbat Vayikra 

Friday:  Shabbat Evening Service 8 pm 
Saturday:  Shabbat Morning Service on 

James Island 10 am 
No Service downtown 

  
 

KKBE Presents... 
Purim: Episode 5777 

*Babysitting is provided for  
our March 3rd and 10th 

evening Services 
beginning at 6:00 pm 

  
Dear Underlings of Shushanôs Galactic Republic, 
 
 As Mordechai likes to say, Shalom!  Oh, how I hate  
 that Mordechai!  I wish heôd just salute me and  
 grovel at my feet like the rest of you.  But anyway,  
 Shalom!  What does ñShalomò mean anyway?   
 Iôve just presumed it is Mordechaiôs peopleôs way  
 of insulting me every time he sees me.  But who  
 knows?  Iôve made several decreeôs lately with the  
 Kingôs approval.  As you can imagine, Iôm the  
 brains behind the operation here on the Galactic  
 Republic, so the King just approves all my decrees.   Here are a few  
 decrees Iôd like to make you aware of for the coming month of Adar ï  
 
1. No lightsabers at any time for anyone except me.  Iôm sure you  
 understand that very few are skilled enough to use a lightsaber and  
 still, it requires several years of Jedi training.  So, letôs just leave the  
 lightsabers to me from now on. 
2. Any princesses aboard the Galactic Republic must go to jail  
 immediately.  Do not pass go.  Do not collect 500 talents of Tatooine              
 silver. 
3.   No Wookies. No Ewoks. They bite. Iôm allergic. You probably are too. 
4.   Please, bow down to me whenever you are in my presence or Iôll kill you. 
5.   Donôt talk back or Iôll kill you. 
6. Embrace the Dark Side.  Just trust me on this one.  It works out really   
 well for me.  Youôre gonna love it. 
7. Build a droid.  The Galactic Republic does not reimburse you for the   
 funds necessary to build a droid.  But everyone over the age of 18 years 
 on the planet Endor is required to build your own droid at your expense.  
 Prepare for surprise droid inspections and DO NOT program your droid   
 to talk back. 
8. Use your fear instead of The Force.  I cannot recommend this enough!   
 Using my fear not only earned me this awesome black cape and helmet, 
 but has also taught me to be afraid of everyone and everything all the   
 time. 
9.  Donôt trust Yoda!  Heôs small and old, but heôs really fast and he hides a 
 contraband lightsaber under that robe.  Trust me instead.  Donôt trust   
 Yoda. 
10.  Paid days off for all Jedi holidays.  There are no Jedi holidays. 
 
Please, read and memorize these decrees.  Post them in your quarters.   
Commit them to memory.  There will be a test!  I donôt want to remind you  
what happened to the last General who disobeyed me.  Have fun!  
  
I look forward to seeing you at KKBE on Sunday, March 12th!   
My Tie Fighter is scheduled to land at Hasell Street at about 11:30 am.   
 
Yours in fear, 
 
Darth Vader, aka Oy Vader 
1 Sith Way 
Death Star, Far Far Away 
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Business Card        $35/mo 
1/4 Page                 $70/mo 
1/2 Page               $130/mo 
Full Page              $250/mo 

 
 
 
 

 

Rabbi 
Stephanie M. Alexander 
rabbia@kkbe.org 

 

Rabbi 
Greg Kanter 

rabbikanter@kkbe.org 

 

Rabbi Emeritus 

Anthony D. Holz 
holzanthony@gmail.com 

 

Executive Director 
Melissa Sigmond 
director@kkbe.org 

 

Music Director 
Robin Shuler 

robinshuler@mac.com 
 

Religious School Director/ 
Youth Advisor 
Melanie Archer 
melanie@kkbe.org 

 

Bônei Mitzvah Coordinator 
Shula Holtz 

holtzs@cofc.edu 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Alexandra Sandefur 
alexandra@kkbe.org 

 
Executive Assistant 
Irene Gilbert 
irene@kkbe.org 

 

Bookkeeper 
Tina Keller 

accounting@kkbe.org 
 

Facilities Administrator 
Bryce Shipman 
bryce@kkbe.org 

 
 

The Galactic Senate 
Ben Glass - President 

 Naomi Gorstein - VP Administration 
Jeff Weinman - VP Finance 

Hillary Mahon - VP Programming 
 Cindi Solomon - VP Development 

 Harlan Greene - Secretary 
 Nadine Chavin - Financial Secretary 
 Anita M. Rosenberg - Past President 
 Edwin Pearlstine - President Emeritus 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ex Officio 

 

Sherry Schwimmer 
Sisterhood President 

sisterhoodkkbe@gmail.com 
 

Martin Hoxenhorn 
Brotherhood President 

  kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com  
 

 

Trustees 

SPONSOR  AN 

ONEG! 
 

Mark a special  
occasion by  

sponsoring an Oneg!   
We can shop for you, 
or you can bring in 
your own special 

treats!   
Call the KKBE office 
to schedule your  

Oneg! 

BIMAH  FLOWERS! 
 

If you have a celebrationð 
a birthday or anniversaryð  
or want to honor someone  

you love,  
sponsoring the Bimah flowers  
is a wonderful way to show  

you care! 
 

 
To pick your weekend,  

please contact  
the Temple Office at  723-1090 

or irene@kkbe.org  

Traci Black 
Ben DôAllesandro 
Vicki Danziger 
Ofer Gamliel 

Dana Wine Johnson 

Bereavement 
Dunlap Silver 
agheel@bellsouth.net 

Building & 
Grounds 

Steve Ziff 
sjziff@zpi.net 

Caring 

Bill Greenhill 
wmgreenhill@yahoo.com 
Herb Goldberg 
Chair Emeritus 

Cemetery 

Ed Kronsberg 
asdlltd@aol.com 
Morton Ellison 
Chair Emeritus 

Charleston Area 
Justice Ministry 

Louis Kaufman 
kseaducks@aol.com 

Chavurot  
Paul Levy 
pllevy8@gmail.com 

Development 

Susan Pearlstine 
susan@pearlstine.net 
Cindi Solomon 
cindi@me.com 

East Cooper 
Sue and Jeff Weinman 
sue.weinman28@gmail.com 

Finance 
Jeff Weinman 
jmwein28@gmail.com 

Heritage 

Andy Slotin 
abs191@aol.com 
Anita Rosenberg 
anitamrose@comcast.net 

Historic Coming  
Street Cemetery          

Anita Rosenberg 
anitamrose@comcast.net 
Randi Serrins 
randiserrins@gmail.com 
Mary Radin 
maryandbuffy@aol.com 

Leadership  
Development 

Cindi Solomon 
cindi@me.com 

Library 
Marlene Williamon 
muglady3@comcast.net 

Membership 
Vicki Danziger 
vziger250@gmail.com  

Nominating 
Anita Rosenberg 
anitamrose@comcast.net 

Programs 
Hillary Mahon 
hillary.h.green@gmail.com 

Personnel 
Naomi Gorstein 
naomi.gorstein@gmail.com  

Pulpit 
Ben Glass 
ben.glass@odnss.com 

Religious School 
Alyssa Rheingold 
rheingaa@gmail.com 

Ritual 
Art Richek 
arichek@comcast.net 

Social Action 
Cynthia Stetzer 
mssuziep@att.net 

Tourism /  
Docents 

Linda Bergman 
mrsrabab18@bellsouth.net 

The Jedi Council 
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Presidentôs Message                               

 
Regal Cinemas offered a special Oscars Pass this year, so you could pay one 
low price and see all of the movies nominated for best picture over the course of 
ten days.  For two weekends in a row, Janice and I binge watched a lot of great  
movies and ate entirely too much popcorn.  We saw tales of overcoming  
adversity and prejudice, stories of faith and redemption, and a whole bunch of 
great acting.  One theme that seemed to recur in a number of the movies was 
the idea that the traumas of our past can serve as both a touchstone that brings 
us comfort and helps us maintain our identity and sense of purpose and an  
anchor that can torture us and keep us from moving forward and achieving our 
highest aspirations. 
 
I often find that the best and worst part of Oscar nominated movies is that they 
donôt typically have ñHollywoodò endings.  Thereôs no clean, happy  
resolution that makes for a feel good movie and an uplifting viewing experience.  Their endings are often  
ambiguous, disappointing, or painful.  They pose as many questions as they answer, and sometimes they 
leave us asking ourselves what we just watched.  They can be frustrating and exhausting to watch, and they 
can make us think more deeply than might be comfortable for us.  But really, isnôt that what life is like? 
 
In particular, the story of the Jewish people is full of episodes that may have ñended wellò for us, but were 
hardly happy endings.  We were delivered from slavery in Egypt, only to wander in the desert for 40 years 
before finding the Promised Land.  Ours is a story of overcoming adversity and prejudice; of faith and  
redemption; and of a whole lot of good acting.  If you need proof, just come to Temple at 11:30 on March 
12th and watch our Purim Shpiel.  Laugh and cheer and cry as you watch Esther and Mordecai outwit evil 
Haman and save the Jews.  Of course, it wouldnôt be a Robin Shuler production if it were that  
straightforward, so come and see the twist.  It may not be Oscar worthy, but I promise weôll give you a good, 
old-fashioned Hollywood ending. 
 
BôShalom,  
 
 

Where will you be celebrating  
Shabbat on Friday, March 17th?  

 
         Will you be at a Gullah Shabbat? 
         Maybe an Israeli Wine Tasting Shabbat? 

                       How about an ñEverything Chocolateò Shabbat ? 
          Or a St. Patrickôs Day Shabbat? 

  
There are 8 options foré...  

 

KKBEôs Shabbat Around Town  
 

To learn more, or to sign up, go to http://bit.ly/2l5B9hF 
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Please join us for two great  
Tot Shabbats! 

 

Saturday, March 10th at 10 am 
Freudenberg Board Room 

 

Friday, March 24 at 4:30 pm 
Freudenberg Board Room 

 
  
 

March Congregational Dinner! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Chinese Buffet! 
 

Friday, March 3 at 5:30 pm 
 

Adults, age 11+ are $10 
Ages 5-10 are $5, and kids 4 and under are free. 

 

 Shabbat Family Service at 7 pm   
celebrating March birthdays and  

Anniversaries 
 

To RSVP, call the office at 723-1090 
  

 

Adult Learning and Brotherhood Present: 

      Identity Takeout: How Jews Made  
Chinese Food Their Ethnic Cuisine 

With Hanna Raskin, Food Editor, 
The Post & Courier 

 

Thursday, March 23, 2017 
Chinese Dinner at 6 pm 

$6 per person 
Presentation at 6:45 pm 

Want more information?  Contact Martin 
at kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com 
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        COME IN COSTUME!! 
 
             HOT DOGS!  
 
         HAMENTASCHEN!! 
           

        

           GAMES! 
 
      BOUNCE HOUSE! 
 
        SKEE BALL!   
        
     
 
     

 
 
 
 
 

                                  

                               ALL 
                           TICKETS  
     ARE 
       $1!! 
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KKBE Sisterhood, WRJ                                   R2-D2 , President 

There are many exciting events upcoming for Sisterhood.  In March, Sisterhood will  
host Yuriy Becker. How fortunate we are to have him come perform and educate us. 
Woman Who Makes a Difference, hosted by Hadassah, takes place March 7. 
Sisterhood is honoring Rabbi Stephanie Alexander for her commitment to Sisterhood 
and our community. The event takes place at Synagogue Emanu-El at 7 p.m.   
Please join us. 
 
Chosen Treasures has all your needs for Passover: Seder plates, matzah plates and 
covers, Elijah cups and more, all for you. Discover new Haggadahs to fit your Seder 
needs for children and adults. Come in the shop to see our beautiful selection. Order 
Haggadahs by March 19 to ensure delivery for your seder. 
 

This is Who We Are 
Women of Reform Judaism is a global organization of Reform Jewish women. KKBE Sisterhood is 
proud to be a member. WRJ strengthens the voice of women through advocacy on reproductive 
rights, equal pay, affordable health care, global poverty, civil rights, immigration reform, LGBTQ 
rights, domestic violence and so much more. They connect Jewish women through leadership 
conferences and district events. They nurture spiritual growth and deepen Jewish engagement 
through program ideas for sisterhoods, resources for womenôs rituals and celebrations, and their 
womenôs Torah commentary. The YES fund (Youth, Education, and Special Projects) supports 
programs worldwide. It was WRJ that had the vision to create and fund NFTY (National Federation of 
Temple Youth). Our Sisterhood believes strongly in these ideals. If you too, want your voice heard or 
would like to be part of an organization that promotes Jewish values, and you are not a member of 
Sisterhood, we welcome you to join. 
 
BôShalom, 
 
 
Sherry Schwimmer 
President 

 
 

Questions? Please contact  
Sherry Schwimmer at sisterhoodkkbe@gmail.com  

Create A Matzah Cover! 
 

Thursday, March 16th 
6:45 pm 

 
With Sarah Blum 

Have fun, come and create your own  
Matzah cover using a variety of materials. 
Your Matzah cover may become a family 

heirloom.  
Bring a friend and your creative juices. 

 
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office. All 
supplies are included, with wine 

and snacks as well! 

RSVP at http://conta.cc/2lYsIE8 

 

Thank you to everyone who  
participated in our 
wonderful excursion to the 
Gibbes Museum!  Sue 
Wallen did a wonderful job 
with her insightful talk about 
the Guggenheim collection 
and the Hudson River  
paintings.   

 
 

mailto:sisterhoodkkbe@gmail.com
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KKBE Brotherhood                                        C-3PO, President 
 

On February 17th we celebrated Friday night services at the Hamlin Plantation in East 
Cooper.  Over 85 people attended.  What a wonderful venue.  Thank you to the board 
of Hamlin Plantation, who donated the use of the facility to KKBE.  We look forward to 
our next East Cooper Shabbat. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended Jewish Heritage Day at the Stingrays!  A good 
time was had by all.  Letôs hope next year will be bigger and better.   
 
Brotherhood is planning our calendar for the upcoming year.  If you are interested in 
joining the Brotherhood Advisory Committee, please contact me through the KKBE 
Brotherhood e-mail at kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com. 
 
On March 19th, at 10 am, our Brotherhood is sponsoring a brunch. Of course bagels and lox will be 
served.  The brunch is a Safety Seminar.   With the help of Mike Lyczany, our KKBE lead security 
specialist, Charleston Police, SWAT, and the Anti Terrorism Task Force, the entire KKBE facility will 
be thoroughly evaluated and their findings will be presented to the senior staff members of KKBE.  
In turn, we will hear the results at the brunch on March 19th.  This is an extremely urgent topic.  We 
expect to have a large turnout so an RSVP is required no later than the15th via the Brotherhood e-
mail at kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com.  All of Brotherhood encourages you to attend. This is our 
house.  Please attend. 
 
Shalom Yôall, 
 

Martin 

Stingrays fun! 

mailto:kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com
mailto:kkbebrotherhood@gmail.com
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Adult Learning ~ Spring 2017 

 

These programs are funded in part by: 
Addlestone/Regenbogen Families Adult Education Fund and the Hellman Family Fund 

Our 6:45 pm classesï No Registration Necessary! 
 

March 9:  The (So Called) Wise Men Of Chelm 
Presented by Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the 
corpus of Jewish literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have such staying power? Are the 
stories merely intended to elicit a good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there deeper 
meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these (so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several  
examples together, we'll decide for ourselves. 
 
March 16: Create A Matzah Cover    
Presented by Sarah Blum 
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a variety of materials. Your Matzah cover may  
become a family heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices. 
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office. All supplies are included, with wine and snacks as well! 
 
March 23: Identity Takeout:  How Jews Made Chinese Food Their Ethnic Cuisine 
Led by Hanna Raskin, Food Editor, The Post & Courier 
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, 
ingredients which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century or so ago. So how did lo mein and 
chop suey become an integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, enchiladas or pho? Hanna 
Raskin, The Post and Courier's food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will include a 
short history of dining out habits and an Examination of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing 
one of the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out  
authority on the seasonal celebration. 
 
March 30:  A Jewish Utopia?  A Book Discussion 
Led by Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston. 
Come and discuss the feminist, Jewish (yes, Jewish!), utopian science fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. Set in a dystopian mid-21st century, following global war and climate change, the 
novel follows Shira as she returns home to her small, independent, Jewish community, Tikvah, after her  
divorce from her husband. Three stories intersect: Shiraôs work with the cyborg Yod, Shiraôs grandmotherôs 
telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvahôs independence. The novel explores a variety of issues from the power of communities 
under siege to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? 
How does Tikvahôs Jewishness impact its utopian status? In what ways does utopian and dystopian  
storytelling challenge us to think differently about the way we live? 

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.) 

 

Between Two Ferns With Community Clergy 
 

Thursdays:  March 9, 16, 23 and 30 at 8 pm 
Presented by Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 

 
We wonôt have Zach Galifianakis as host. We wonôt have famous  
politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL have two ferns. 
And between those two ferns, Rabbi Alexander will sit down with a  

different member of the Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their religious faith, 
house of worship, path to religious leadership, reflections on Charlestonôs past and future é and 
the occasional irreverent question or two.   No RSVP needed! 
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I invite all of you to "join the force" and help make our Purim Carnival a huge suc-
cess!  CHARLEY is hosting a community-wide carnival to benefit Camp  
Jenny.  Volunteers are needed to help run the carnival.  Students in grades 6-12 
are encouraged to lend a hand. Adult help is needed, too!  You can sign up 
through Sign Up Genius by visiting:  
 http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FA9AB2AA5FA7-purim  
 
The carnival is open to the entire community.  Please spread the word and 
bring friends.  There will be lots of games and prizes, food, and fun!  You won't 
want to miss this spectacular Purim Carnival.  
  
I had the pleasure of accompanying five CHARLEYites to the NFTY Convention 
and Youth Summit in Chicago.  It was a wonderful weekend filled with education, 
inspiration, and celebration.  I met with other Jewish youth professionals and 
learn new ways to engage teens.  The students joined nearly 1,000  
Reform Jewish teens from all over the United States to learn, pray, sing, and stand up for social  
justice.  It was a fantastic weekend, and I look forward to putting the ideas learned at the convention 
into action.   
 
This month, 24 students were awarded scholarships to attend Jewish summer camps.  The 
Ziff Fund was used to help send twenty students to Camp Coleman, two students to Camp Ben 
Frankel, one student to URJ Mitzvah Corps in Costa Rica, and one student to URJ Mitzvah Corps in 
Israel.  The Ziff Fund offers so many KKBE children the opportunity to have the Jewish camp  
experience.  It is truly a wonderful gift.   
 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, April 2nd.  Our Religious School will host BINGO and a Silent  
Auction.  All proceeds support the Religious School. We are looking for more items for the Silent 
Auction and volunteers to help during the event.  Please email me if you have items to donate, 
would like to volunteer, or want to learn more about sponsorship.   
 
I look forward to seeing all of you at our upcoming events.   
 
Bôshalom, 
 
 
Melanie 
 

KKBE Youth                                         

Our CHARLEY kids 
had a great time in 

Chicago! 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F4FA9AB2AA5FA7-purim
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Rabbi William A. Rosenthall  
College Scholarship Fund Applications 

 

In 1992, to honor the education, knowledge and  
contributions Rabbi Rosenthall, OBM, made to our  
congregation, a scholarship fund was created in his name at 
the time of his retirement.  Rabbi Rosenthall served as 
KKBEôs Rabbi from 1976 until 1992 and as Rabbi Emeritus 
from 1992 until 2005.   The purpose of Rabbi William A. 
Rosenthall College Scholarship Fund is ñto assist some 
young person in K.K. Beth Elohim attend the college or  
university of his or her choice.ò 
 

Applicants must: 
  *be a high school graduating seniors 
  *be the child of a KKBE member 
  *have financial need 
  *have demonstrated academic achievement  
  *have a history of Jewish involvement. 
 

To apply, parents must send a letter of request to KKBE 
by May 1st.  The application letter must include a  
statement of need, the studentôs name, the high school  
from which s/he is graduating, the college or university s/he 
is planning to attend, highlights of his or her academic 
achievements and examples of his or her Jewish  
involvement.    

 

Please submit all applications to director@kkbe.org 
by May 1, 2017. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have you heard of JELF? 
 

JELF is the Jewish  
Educational Loan Fund. 

 
JELF provides interest-free,  
need-based college loans  
for Jewish students in our  

area.   
 

The 2017-2018 application  
will be available at  
www.jelf.org from  

March 1st until April 30th. 

 


